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A geometric low contrast text typeface with a human
feel. It is designed for clarity at a wide range of sizes
while maintaining the ductus and relative proportions
of the Naskh script.

32+ Unicode languages release

Arabic, Adighe, African languages, 2026
Amazigh, Arwi, Azerbaijani, Balu-

chi, Berber, Hausa, Hindko, Jawi, designed by

Kalami, Kashmiri, Kazakh, Khowar, Lara Captan

Kirghiz, Kurdish, Lahnda, Maba,
Ormuri, Parkari, Pashto, Pathwari, ccmp & lookups by

Persian, Punjabi, Rohingya, Saraiki, Khaled Hosny
Shina, Sindhi, Torwali, Uighur,
Urdu, no Latin characters. styles
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chous =>bjl .
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Azyaj is the plural of the Arabic word “zij” (or “zeej” in English
pronunciation). A zij is a historical term referring to astronomical
tables used by scholars to calculate the positions of stars, the
movement of planets, their rising and setting times, eclipses, and
the annual calendar. The Azyaj type family was designed by Lara
Captan and is the beginning of a reflection on achieving geometry
in Arabic. How to maintain the ductus and relative proportions of
the Naskh script while creating a minimal “grotesque” typeface?
How do we abstract the script heritage to achieve a contemporary
low-contrast Arabic? And how to maintain the identity of the many
languages that use Arabic script while creating the geometry?
Azyaj is meant to be a typesetter's workhorse, and can be set in
more than 32 global languages that use the Arabic script.
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All the above texts were automatically translated from the following English text:
"Geometric lines encounter a tree under which roots from all shapes and colors
of the units of dimensions of time, space, surface are intertwined".
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Azyaj Type Family

ARABIC / BLACK

BALUCHI / EXTRABOLD

DARI / SEMIBOLD

KURDISH / MEDIUM

PASHTO / REGULAR

PERSIAN / LIGHT

URDU / EXTRALIGHT

UYGHUR / THIN
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...................................................................................................................................................... ABOUT THE DESIGNER

Lara Captan was born in Beirut in 1984 and raised in Saudi Arabia before
moving back to Lebanon at the age of fifteen. She's been living in Amster-
dam since 2013, where she spends her days in her studio drawing Arabic
fonts and working on Ama Foundry, her independent type foundry that she
started in 2023.

Her journey with Arabic type began at the American University of Beirut,
where she earned a BFA in Graphic Design in 2006 and first encountered
the challenges of Arabic typefaces. From that moment on, she became
passionate about understanding why Arabic type doesn't always work the
way it could, and began questioning how to create contemporary typefaces

that stay authentic to the script's roots.

Throughout her career, she's explored unique methods to challenge tech-
nology and design fonts that respect or play with the characteristics of
historical scripts. Her work has been recognized internationally and spans
diverse applications: from designing script benches for Expo Dubai 2020 to
creating Arabic letters for footwear and designing a typeface in DecoType's
proprietary ACE technology. She taught design and typography at AUB
from 2006 to 2013, studied type design in Barcelona and New York, and
co-founded the first international program to teach her methods to aspiring

Arabic type designers.

Lara enjoys collaborating with designers across the world, mentoring stu-

dents, dancing, and being by the Mediterranean sea.
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