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A detached stencil typeface originally designed for the
letterpress, it carries architectural playfulness and delivers
a warm kind of boldness to the reader.

languages release
Arabic 2023

Persian
Urdu designed by

(No Latin letters) Lara Captan

and Kanat Press

was texturized by
Hilal Mutluel

styles
Solid
Press
Outline

features

required ligatures
contextual alternates
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ABOUT

Kanat is a display family that dialogues between digital and moveable
type technologies. It is best used from size 48pt and above and is meant

to highlight words playfully or to use them as an architectural space.

Kanat Outline allows for overlays with the Solid version. And Kanat Press

echoes the warmth and texture of its sister wood typeface.

Kanat Solid was initially drawn in 2017 to be CNC-milled by Rutger Paets
into the Kanat wood typeface. It is housed at the [typo]Grafische Werk-
plaats Amsterdam [GWA].

The design sprung from a question: How to create an Arabic wood type-
face that embraces both Arabic script tradition and the letterpress's con-
straint of having letters fit into a physical, rectangular block? As a result,
the Kanat family is based on one of the earliest forms of Arabic calligra-
phy [a style generally known as Primary Kufic] and is fully detached to
optimize itself for moveable type technology. The typeface is a homage
to Wiek Molin, the late director of the GWA who, along with current direc-
tor Corine Elemans, were the initiators of the wood-type project. Kanat is
the Turkish word for “the wing.”
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CHARACTERS

RLIG

NUMBERS

PUNCTUATION &
MISCELLANEA

CALT (A SELECTION)

1,2 OR 3 KASHIDAS

<3ld 11> kANAT



........................................................................................................................................................ ABOUT THE DESIGNER

Lara Captan is an independent type designer and ty-
pographer based in Amsterdam. She spent years study-
ing the vast and culturally rich field of Arabic script. She
developed individual methods and techniques to make
new digital typefaces that both adhere to the original
written script and bring them to the current time and
modern technology. She also co-developed her unique
educational program to teach these methods and tech-

niques to existing and aspiring Arabic type designers.

Lara holds a BFA in Graphic Design from the American
University of Beirut (2006), a Masters in Advanced Ty-
pography from the Escola de Disseny i Art (Barcelona,
2011), and a Certificate in Type Design from the Cooper
Union (New York, 2012). She taught design and typogra-
phy at the American University of Beirut between 2006
and 2013 then moved to The Netherlands where she has
been creating Arabic typefaces for multiple technolo-
gies and practising multi-disciplinary design. She enjoys
regularly speaking at conferences and giving workshops

around the world.
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address

Pakhuis Wilhemina
Groenhoedenveem 10
1019 BL, Amsterdam
The Netherlands

lara@amafoundry.com
https://www.amafoundry.com

copyright
© 2023 Ama Foundry

All rights reserved.

This file may be used for evaluation purposes only.



